One of the more pleasant duties which form part of the package of activities of the Head of the Electrical and Electronic Engineering Department at UMIST is that of acting as honorary editor for this journal. The few lines of this editorial provide an opportunity to pursue one's particular 'hobby horse' without too much fear of contradiction -at least not until the next issue! Of the countless journals that cover our subject, that there are so few which, like this one, address the education of engineers is perhaps surprising. Most of us in various institutions of higher education, pursue a dual existence; one in teaching and the other in research. Often these are compartmentalized, with the fruits of our research lives rarely directly impacting on our teaching -at least at the undergraduate level. Externally, it tends to be our research activities which dominate the image and reputations of our departments; yet for our students it is the quality of our teaching which is paramount. The same is true for us as individual academics. We do not, in general, gain our positions by virtue of the quality of our teaching, but on the basis of our research. The research is relatively easy to assess -at least in terms of its quantity. But the same is not so true of our teaching. It is only the individual who is able to recognize a successful conversation with a student in a tutorial, or even a lecture particularly well constructed and delivered. Of course it is a source of tremendous personal satisfaction, but rarely of peer recognition.
